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Preface
Within just a few years, Lanzarote grew from a quiet,
relatively unknown resort to an island buzzing with over a
million tourists every year. These days, with a population of
only about 150,000, the island sees about three million
tourists every year — plus another 500,000 day trippers who
arrive in cruise ships.

When I wrote the first edition of this book in 1989, all
eyes were on this island. Would it indeed set an example in
preservation, or would it follow in the footsteps of Tenerife
and Gran Canaria, falling prey to the concrete of greedy
developers? Fortunately, Lanzarote had one advantage over
the other islands. It was the home of the well-known artist-
designer — and, more importantly, conservationist — the
late César Manrique. Together with his supporters, he
worked to preserve the island’s environmental heritage.
Despite the tourist boom, they succeeded in orchestrating a
well-pitched harmony between man and the landscape. As a
result, in 1994 Lanzarote was declared a ‘World Reserve of
the Biosphere’ by UNESCO — the first such award ever given
to an entire island.

This fascinating 797-square-kilometre island is truly
extraordinary. Its fate was decided almost three centuries ago,
when the largest volcanic eruption in recorded history took
place, leaving a strange and alluring countryside in its wake
— a landscape littered with volcanoes and dark streams of
jagged lava. This is the backdrop to nearly every scene on the
island, and intriguing sights abound, as you can see from the
photographs in this book.

Few holidaymakers realise that Lanzarote has more to
offer than just beaches and sunshine. If you were to suggest
walking on Lanzarote to most visitors, they would think you
mad. ‘Where is there to walk?’ But I can think of no better
place in the Canary Islands for just strolling. No doubt
‘serious’ walkers will find Tenerife, La Palma and Gran
Canaria, for example, more challenging, but ramblers will be
in their element on Lanzarote. Each of the walks in this book
takes you to a different corner of the island and shows you a
scenically-different outlook. But if walking is not your
favourite pastime, then do rent a vehicle of sorts and explore
on wheels. Use the book to reach places off the beaten track
and see another face of Lanzarote. 
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I hope that Landscapes of Lanzarote convinces you that
there is much more to the island than beaches and sunshine.

NOEL ROCHFORD
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The best way to get around Lanzarote is by hired car. This
can be very economical, especially when you hire a car for a
few days or a week. Taxis (only economical if shared) use
meters for all journeys, even long-distance, so make sure the
meter is on! Never leave anything of value in a car. Lock your
belongings in the boot, or carry them with you. Thefts from
cars are not uncommon. Try to park where there are other
cars and people are about.

Coach tours are easy to arrange and get you to all the
tourist points of interest, but never off the beaten track. 

The local bus service is very comprehensive. Most —
although not all — of the walks in this book can be reached
by bus, but you may need to travel via Arrecife. Selected bus
timetables are shown on pages 165-166, but you may find
more convenient lines operating from your resort: check the
latest timetables online at www.intercitybuslanzarote.es.
This is a really excellent website, in English, which even
shows all the bus lines overlaid on Google maps with bus stops!
There are some fare-saving ‘bono’ tickets, most of them for
residents. But you can get at least 10% off normal fares by
buying a ‘bono general’ card. These should be available on
the buses themselves, at bus stations, or at the Intercambia-
dor in Arrecife. See town plans below and on pages 8 and 9
for bus stops and stations. 

Getting about
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Town Plans 9

ARRECIFE
1 Tourist information
2 Bus station
3 Police
4 Hospital
5 Archaeological museum 

(Castillo de San Gabriel)
6 Art gallery (Castillo de San José)
7 Town hall
8 Fish market
9 Post office

10 Clinics
11 Casa de Cultura
12 Cabildo building and 

Intercambiador (main bus stop)
13 Shopping centres
14 Arrecife Gran Hotel
5 Taxi rank
b Bus stop

City exits
A airport and Puerto del Carmen
B San Bartolomé and Tinajo
C Teguise
D port and Costa Teguise

PLAYA BLANCA
1 Tourist information
2 Post office
3 Clinics
4 Waterside promenade with shops 

and restaurants
5 Shopping centres
6 Bus station (b intercity bus;

b town bus 30 with names of 
stops)

7 9 to Corralejo, Puerto del 
Carmen, Lobos

Playa Blanca town bus
A town bus, Line 30, plies a
circuit within Playa Blanca, calling
at the most popular parts of the
resort. Stops include Las
Coloradas and the Marina
Rubicón (Walks 30 and 31), the
port (boats to Lobos and Fuerte-
ventura), Virginia Park (Walk 32)
and Faro Park (Walk 33). Buses
depart from the station daily
06.30-22.00, every 30 minutes on
the hour and the half-hour. 
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Picnicking isn’t one of Lanzarote’s strong points. Shade is
the biggest problem — there are not many trees on the island!
Nor are there any ‘organised’ picnic sites, as there are on other
Canary Islands — unless you count the few tables at El
Bosquecillo. 

Nevertheless, there are many lovely picnic spots — if you
know where to look. Throughout the car tours I call your
attention to both roadside picnic spots (most of them in
shade) and the more remote settings you can reach during a
fairly short walk. 

On the following pages I tell you more about these off-
the-beaten-track locations, which I’ve come upon when out
walking. Note that picnic numbers correspond to walk numbers,
so you can quickly find the general location on the island by
referring to the pull-out touring map (where the walks are
highlighted in green/white). Most of the spots I’ve chosen

Picnicking

        



Picnic suggestions 11

1 LA GRACIOSA (map on page 49,
overview photo on page 12) ●●

by 9: 20-25min on foot. Ferry
from Órzola to La Graciosa
Off the ferry, skirt the waterfront,
heading west, and continue around
in front of and through the houses on
the shore. Beyond the houses you come
to a superb beach and shortly after, a
tidal lagoon ( ). It’s a fantastic spot,
from where you look across to the Risco
de Famara.

2 RISCO DE FAMARA (map on
page 52, similar views to those
on pages 12 and 65) ●●

by 5 only: 5-10min on foot. Park
southwest of the Mirador del Río:

a

El Golfo (Car tour 2 and Walk 19) is
a fine spot for a picnic. While there are
many tourists coming and going, they
don’t stay very long — and some don’t
even explore as far as this cloudy green
lagoon, the Charco de los Clicos. The
crater walls provide ample shade.

are very easy to reach, and I outline transport details (b:
bus information; 5: where to park for motorists), walking
times, and views or setting. Beside the picnic title, you’ll also
find a map reference: the precise location of the picnic spot is
shown on the relevant large-scale walking map by the symbol
P. Some of the picnic settings are also illustrated; if so, a
photograph reference follows the map reference.

If you have just one day for a picnic, don’t miss Picnic 2
(Risco de Famara). I think this is one of the loveliest and most
memorable places to enjoy a picnic in the entire archipelago.

Please glance over the comments before you start off on
your picnic: if some walking is involved, remember to wear
sensible shoes and to take a sunhat (●● = picnic in full sun).
It’s a good idea to take along a groundsheet as well, in case
the ground is damp or prickly.

Travelling to your picnic by bus, be sure to verify
departure times in advance. Although there are timetables in
this book, they do change from time to time, without prior
warning. Travelling to your picnic by car, never block a
road or track when you park. Do read the country code on
page 46 and go quietly in the countryside. Buen provecho!
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Hiring a vehicle is good value on Lanzarote, and there are
car rental offices in abundance in all the tourist centres — but
you are still likely to get a better price if you book before you
travel. And you won’t use a lot of petrol driving these rela-
tively short distances, so all in all, car hire will be good value.  

Outside the towns you’ll encounter light traffic in the
countryside. But excess speed on some of the many straight
roads is probably the main reason why Lanzarote has one of
the highest levels of traffic accidents in all Spain. 

As a tourist, your chief problem may be the all the round-
abouts built since the death of César Manrique. Manrique
had argued for years that the Tahiche intersection on the
main Arrecife/Teguise road (the junction of the LZ1 and
LZ34) was dangerous, and that visitors to his foundation
might be injured. In 1992 he was himself killed in a crash at
that very spot. Since his death, roundabouts have been built
all over the island. Unfortunately, while many of them are —
literally — works of art, some are extremely complicated and
especially challenging for the
newly arrived visitor. Do
remember that traffic already on
the roundabout has priority.

Another hazard may be the
deep unprotected drops at the
sides of some newly surfaced
roads — not always obvious
when you screech to a halt and
pull over at an ‘unofficial’
viewpoint, but you risk losing
your transmission!

The touring notes are brief:
they contain little history or
information readily available
in free tourist office leaflets or
standard guides. The main
tourist centres and towns are
not described either, for the
same reason. Instead, I con-
centrate on the ‘logistics’ of

Touring

Isolated farm near Timanfaya

       



Touring 19

touring: times and distances, road conditions, and seeing
places many tourists miss. Most of all I emphasise possibi-
lities for walking and picnicking. While some of these may
not be suitable during a long car tour, you may see a land-
scape that you would like to explore at leisure another day.
By the way, picnics and walks mentioned in round brackets
are only reached by detouring off the main touring route.

The fold-out touring map at the back of the book is
designed to be held out opposite the touring notes and
contains all the information you will need outside the towns.
The tours have been written up starting from Puerto del
Carmen, but I also suggest where best to join them if you are
based at Playa Blanca or Costa Teguise. Town plans with exits
for motorists are on pages 6-9. Remember to allow plenty
of time for visits, and to take along warm clothing as well as
some food and drink, in case you are delayed. The distances
quoted in the notes are cumulative from Puerto del Carmen.
Various symbols have been used in the notes to alert you to
attractions and facilities at a glance; refer to the touring map key.
(Since there are hotels and restaurants almost everywhere, we
only feature those where you might not expect to find them.)

All motorists should read the country code on page
46 and go quietly in the countryside. Buen viaje!

              



Car tour 1: THE SIGHTS OF THE NORTH
Puerto del Carmen • Tahiche • Arrieta • Jameos del Água
• Cueva de los Verdes • Órzola • Mirador del Río • Haría •
Teguise • La Caleta de Famara • Mozaga • Puerto del
Carmen

Apart from the Timanfaya National Park and the Geria
Valley, the northern part of Lanzarote is the most

scenically interesting. As you follow this tour, winding your
way around and over the northern massif, you’ll encounter
the extraordinarily beautiful colours, shapes and textures that
create the landscape canvas of Lanzarote. The Cueva de los
Verdes — a vast volcanic tube measuring one kilometre in
length, may be the most intriguing cave you’ve ever seen.
You’ll also learn who César Manrique was and what he meant
to the island — or, rather, what his native land meant to him. 

143km/89mi; about 3h30min
driving; Exit A from Puerto del
Carmen
From Costa Teguise take the
Guatiza road (LZ34) and join the
tour on the LZ1 after passing
through the arch with the cross. 
From Playa Blanca take the LZ2
and join the tour as you pass above the
airport.
On route: roadside picnics at a
chapel near Órzola, at Haría, or at
El Bosquecillo (t); also Picnics
(1), 2, 4, 6, 8a, 8b, 10, 12, 13,
(36a, 36b) (see pages 10-17 and P
symbol in the text); Walks 1-12,
(13), 21-24, (25), 29, (35, 36)
and a leg-stretcher from Órzola
Although the driving time is only
three and one-half hours, allow an
entire day for this tour if you want to
visit all the tourist attractions. Roads
are generally good, but often narrow.
Cloud and mist are not infrequent in
the northern hills, and visibility can
be reduced to almost zero! Look out
for livestock on the roads and for
pedestrians in the villages. A low
speed is recommended for all these
roads. Arrecife, which is well served by

public transport, is not included in
this tour. 
Opening hours
Cactus Garden, Guatiza: 10.00-
17.00 daily
Jameos del Água: 10.00-17.00
daily; also 19.00-00.00 Fridays
Cueva de los Verdes: 10.00-16.00
daily
Mirador del Río: 10.00-17.00
daily
Museo de Arte Sacro de Haría:
11.00-13.00 daily
Guinate Tropical Park: 10.00-

17.00 daily
Castillo de Santa Bárbara,

Teguise (with History of Piracy
Museum): closed at press date
for refurbishment and
repurposing

Palacio Spinola, Teguise (with
museum dedicated to El
Timple, a guitar-like island
instrument): 09.00-15.00 daily;
closed 25 Dec

Teguise market: 09.00-14.00
(Sun) 

Museo Agrícola El Patio,
Tiagua: 10.00-17.00 (Mon-Fri);
10.00-14.30 (Sat)
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Left: church at Teguise — Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe; see also photograph
on pages 70-71.

                                   



Leave Puerto
del Carmen
(Walks 21-24
and 29) by
heading east on
the Avenida de
las Playas (Exit
A). Turn up left
in front of the
hotel Jameos
Playa (where

Walk 24 begins) and follow
‘Arrecife’ at the first roundabout
you come to. At the second
roundabout, head left for ‘Arrecife’
(LZ504). At the third roundabout
again go left. As you pass a lava
stone marker denoting the
boundary of Puerto del Carmen,
Canary date palms planted in red
picón line both sides of the road
(now the LZ40; p) and you are
heading towards distant Montaña
Blanca on the left and Montaña
Mina on the right — with the
wind generators that were a ‘pilot
project’ for the Parque Eólico seen
later in the tour. 

Just after another lava stone
marker announcing the ‘Municipio
de San Bartolomé’, follow the blue
sign for Arrecife, to get on the
LZ2 (7km). Past Exit 5 for the
airport, you pass the LZ301 for
‘San Bartolomé’ and access to Walk
25. Now be sure to get into the
left-hand lane and turn off left for
‘Circunvalación’/‘Costa Teguise’,
joining the LZ3 (Arrecife ring
road). Keep on the autovía until
Exit 2: leave there and, at the
roundabout, take the third exit, the
LZ1 for ‘Órzola’ (p). After 2.5km
you come to a roundabout with a

memorial to César Manrique. (A
left here leads to the Fundación
Manrique; this is the junction
where he was killed in 1992.) Off
to the right is a road to Costa
Teguise, with a replica of an old
oven on the left and the ‘whirling
whisks’ artwork shown here on the
right. Keep straight over for the
roundabout for Tahiche. 

At the second roundabout
inside Tahiche (20km) take the
first exit, to keep on the LZ1. You
drive through an open flat
countryside pierced by prominent
isolated hills. Pass the road to
Costa Teguise (Walks 35, 36);
from here its gateway, with a cross
on top, looks like a chapel. At the
next major exit (27km) head off
right on the LZ404 (p) past
gardens squared off by stone walls
to the Moorish-flavoured village of
Guatiza (29km). Just after the
sign denoting the village entrance,
an inconspicuous road off right is
signposted to ‘Los Cocoteros’,
where Walk 36 begins. Guatiza
itself is swallowed up amidst fields
of prickly pear. Leaving the village,
there is a pretty interlude of
eucalyptus trees on both sides of
the road, then you pass the cactus
garden (Jardín de Cactuss) on
your right; a well-preserved
windmill stands above it. 

Soon the entire plain is taken
over by prickly pear. Farmed
prickly pear is an unusual sight —
normally we see it growing wild.
The cochineal insect is bred on
these plants: the female lives off
the juice of the cactus leaf (see the
photo on page 79), and after three
months is harvested and dried in
the sun. Today cochineal is used as
colouring in lipsticks, toothpastes,

Many roundabouts are works of art. These
‘wind sculptures’ are both by César
Manrique (left: just south of Tahiche;
right: Arrieta). 
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and some drinks — Campari and
Martini, for instance. The dye was
once important in the carpet
industry and during the 1800s a
major money-earner for Lanzarote. 

Off the sea-plain you look up
into ridges that trail off the
northern hills. Mala (32km; Walk
11), another spacious farming
village, follows. The ‘Lanzarote
colours’ can be seen in the white
façades and green doorways and
window shutters of the houses.
Rejoining the LZ1, some 3km
outside the village you pass the

LZ207 road up left to Tabayesco
in the beautiful Chafariz Valley,
where Walk 13 begins and ends. 

In need of eggs, saucepans, or
perhaps sunglasses? Then just pull
into the petrol station with
supermarket and café in Arrieta
(37km p), a small seaside village
built along the rocky shore. At the
roundabout just past here, the
revolving red cones shown above
opposite are another of Manrique’s
confections. Go straight over,
following ‘Órzola’, then turn right
almost immediately for ‘Jameos del

A well-preserved windmill alerts you to the Jardín de Cactus.

         



Água’, ignoring the road left to the
Mirador del Río. ‘Cushions’ of
Euphorbias (tabaiba) now
accompany you past Punta
Mujeres (38km), a tight cluster of
dwellings. 

A few minutes later, branch off
right for Jameos del Águas
(42km rM), one of the island’s
most popular tourist attractions.
This enchanting cave is the result
of two opposing forces — man and
nature. A splendid compromise has
been reached: the eruption of
Monte Corona was responsible for
the natural element; César
Manrique was the man. The cave
(jameo) has been skillfully trans-
formed into a bar/restaurant and
night club, maintaining as much
natural décor as possible. Pene-

trating into the depths of the cave,
you come to a large crystal-clear
sea-pool. Shiny objects on the
floor of the pool catch your eye:
tiny white blind crabs (Munidopsis
polymorpha), unique in the sea
world. You then ascend to the
swimming pool shown above, set
in a colourful rock garden. Before
you leave, be sure to visit the ‘Casa
de los Volcanes’ incorporated in
the complex, a museum devoted to
volcanism throughout the world.

Return to the main road, cross
it, and head up to the Cueva de
los Verdess, 0.5km away. Only
one of the seven kilometres of this
vast complex of tunnels is open to
the public. With a guide, you wind
down through low, narrow
passageways and emerge into
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enormous cool chambers — one of
them an auditorium with perfect
acoustics. The Guanches sought
refuge in these caves whenever
there were pirate raids. The caves
were created when streams of
molten lava from Monte Corona
flowed beneath a hardened outside
crust (you will learn more about
these tubes — jameos — if you take
the Tremesana walk; see page 154
in the paragraph about Caldera
Rajada). 

Back on the main road, turn
left for Órzola. Following the
coast, you run along the edge of
the Malpais (‘Badlands’) de la
Corona — an expansive
undulating plateau of lava carpeted
in a thick mat of tabaibas. Monte
Corona (Walks 4 and 5) — a

massive sharp-rimmed crater that
dominates the north of the island
— broods lonely and impressive on
the left. Patches of sand and a
couple of sandy coves embraced in
the rocky shoreline break up the
lava flow. Soon the table-topped
island of Alegranza appears over to
your right — and the north of La
Graciosa. Rocky reefs create
lagoons along the shoreline, and
these are ideal for swimming.

The Famara massif rises up into
a bold block of hills behind Órzola
(53km; 9 to La Graciosa) and its
port. Here’s where you catch the
ferry, if you’re planning to do Walk
1 or picnic on La Graciosa. There’s
also a pleasant coastal walk to
Punta Fariones (see below).

Now making for the Mirador
del Río, climb inland, after 500m
passing a chapel on the left, a
pleasant picnic spot with some
shade. Still circling the malpais on
a narrow winding road (LZ203), a
wavy blanket of greenery, pierced

Jameos del Água

Short walk from Órzola
This easy walk of up to 2km/2mi
takes about an hour and is an
ideal leg-stretcher on your tour to
the north. You could make the
walk a bit longer as well by
exploring offshoot paths.

From the Órzola ferry terminal,
follow the coastal road to the west.
When it turns left inland, head
right and follow any of the sandy
tracks through the lava, heading
diagonally towards the cliffs. When
you approach Playa de la
Cantería, you will see the old cliff
path to Punta Fariones ahead.
Follow it a short way, until you are
above the far end of the beach.
Not far beyond here the path has
fallen into the sea.

Return the same way.
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by rocky outcrops, stretches below.
Join the LZ201 at the foot of
Monte Corona and ascend to the
right. Thick stone walls soon take
over the countryside; their
precision transforms the fields into
a work of art. The imposing
solitary villa shown opposite, the
Torrecilla del Domingo, rises up
out of this maze of walls, crowning
a hilltop. You pass above the
Quemada crater; Walk 4 circles it.
Walk 5, which ascends Monte
Corona, could begin at the church
in Yé, a small farming community
cast across a sloping plateau below
Corona’s gaping crater. But for this
tour, turn right on the LZ202 just
at the edge of the village for
‘Mirador del Río’. Crossing the
plateau, you look straight down
into deep valleys. In spring the top
of the plateau is flecked with
poppies, daisies and Echium. 

A porthole window set in a
stone wall enclosing the car park is
all that gives away another of
Manrique’s creations — the
Mirador del Ríos (c; paid
admission), built on the site of a
16th-century watchtower. This

well-camouflaged viewpoint is
embedded in the top of the Risco
(Cliff) de Famaras. From here
you look straight out over the Río
channel onto the bare and barren
— yet strangely beautiful —
Graciosa Island, which sits just
below (photo on page 12). This is
a view unequalled on Lanzarote,
and one of the best vistas in all the
Canaries. The mountain island
(Montaña Clara) and Alegranza
enhance this already-magnificent
sea view. The mirador balcony
hangs out over a precipitous wall
plummeting 450m/1475ft below
… down to the landscapes of Walk
2 — the exquisite Playa del Risco
and the captivating salt pans of El
Río shown on pages 51-53. Note:
the exterior of this setting is worth
seeing from the cliff-top above the
mirador (from where the photo on
page 50 was taken). 

From the mirador fork right, to
continue south along the edge of
the Famara cliffs (LZ202). This
wall of rock stretches for 23km and
reaches a height of 600m/1970ft,
as it slices its way along the north-
west coast. The road is narrow, but

Coast at Órzola
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built up at the sides; priority is
given to traffic travelling in this
direction. You recapture the very
dramatic mirador vista a little
further on, where you can pull
over safely. Ahead you see the
distant Jable plain stretching inland
behind Playa de Famara, and the
hills along the west coast. 

Leaving the plateau you
overlook a rocky basin of farmland
on the far side of Yé. Some 2.4km
from the mirador — just before a

large white finca on the left — you
pass a stone-laid track off right to
the most stunning picnic spot on
the island (P2). After another
550m, just below Monte Corona,
come to a stop sign at a T-junction
and turn right for Haría. Pass the
turn-off to the Guinate Tropical
Park, where you should park for
Walk 7. When you come to a
Y-fork, keep right for ‘Máguez’
(but to park for P4, in the setting
shown on page 58, go left.) 

The Torrecilla del Domingo, backed by the jagged rim of Monte Corona. Both are
landmarks on any visit to the north of the island. Walk 4 circles them; Walk 5
climbs up to the crater’s rim.
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Máguez (72km) is a rambling,
pleasantly scruffy country village
with a peaceful air about it. Walk 6
circles the very quiet and scenic
mound of volcanoes up to the
right (P6). Keep straight on
through the village, and take care at
the stop sign in the centre, where
buildings totally obscure your view
of crossing traffic.

Over in the next valley lies
Haría (74km MP8b), the
handsome settlement shown on
pages 1, 4, 45, 70 and 74. This
oasis of greenery boasts the largest
number of palms in the Canaries.
(I wonder what La Gomera has to
say about this?) Bougainvillea,
geraniums, and hibiscus splash the
village with colour, and the lovely
shady Plaza León y Castillo adds a
touch of class. Keep right on
coming into the village and then
right again into the one-way
system. Turn left at the crossroads
(where the road ahead is marked as
no entry), pass the beflagged town
hall on the right, and then go right
at the T-junction for ‘Arrecife por
Teguise’. As you leave Haría, you
could picnic now in good shade
over to the left (ample parking, a
wall to sit on). 

Exiting this valley of palms you
wind up a rocky crest in tight
hairpins. Some 4km uphill, there
are fine views once more from the
old ‘Mirador de Haría’ (c). This
building, one of Manrique’s first
projects, was left pretty much
abandoned to the graffiti artists for
almost 20 years after he died. The
building has reopened (2021) as
an interpretation centre for Haría,
with a special emphasis on flora
and fauna, as well as the Risco de

Famara. There are two glass-
floored ‘skywalks’ — one looking
out over Haría’s valley and the
other with views down to
Tabayesco and Arrieta. ‘Skywalks’
are all the rage now in the archi-
pelago, but are not for the faint-
hearted! If they give you the
shivers, another good viewpoint
lies just 1km further uphill, at the
Restaurante Los Helechos
(79km crP8a). Despite its
rather so-so food and atmosphere,
it certainly has a superb outlook.
Walk 8 starts here. 

Some 200m past here, ignore a
minor road off right with a
dilapidated wooden signpost
‘Mirador Riscos de Famara’ (Walk
10 follows this road).* Pass a
roadside mirador and, 650m
further on, the track to Peña de la
Pequeña (at the end of a row of
palms; P13). You’re now below
Lanzarote’s highest point, the
Peñas del Chache (670m/2200ft),
which houses a military installa-
tion. Save for the ‘golf ball’ radar
installation on top, you’d hardly
notice it. What does catch the eye
are the wind generators of the
Parque Eólico ahead.

Just under 3km from the
Helechos restaurant, turn right
towards ‘Las Nieves’. This recently
rebuilt chapel (P10; photos on
page 75) stands in solitude, high
on a windswept plateau, marking
the site where the Virgin appeared
to a young shepherd. The chapel is
open on Saturdays between 14.30
and 18.00 and on August 5th, the
patron saint’s day. From the edge
of the plateau you have a splendid
view down onto the extensive
Playa de Famara and over the

*The second turning right off this
road leads to a splendid picnic spot
in Lanzarote’s only ‘forest’, El
Bosquecillo (‘the Little Wood’; c

t). This shaded viewpoint atop the
Famara cliffs, with a few tables, is
popular with the locals at weekends.
It’s a focal point on Walk 9.

                                



semi-desert Jable plain. The Risco
de Famara topples off to an abrupt
end here.

Head back to the main road,
passing the entrance to the Parque
Eólico. Stone walls fence off the
countryside on your approach to
Los Valles. The interior of the
island opens up, as low-slung
valleys peel back and rounded
hillocks rise in the background.
Serried ranks of American aloes
line the road as it descends in
curves. Los Valles (88km; Walk
12) sits on the edge of a sweeping
basin patched in huge cultivated
squares. Here you find the best
examples of traditional Arcadian
houses — low oblong buildings
with very few (and very small)
windows. Haystacks set amidst the
houses and farm buildings set off
this rural landscape. 

Beyond Los Valles you cross
the basin as you head towards
Teguise. Rising ahead on the left is
the 16th-century Castillo de Santa
Bárbara (3M). This modest
fortress, shown on pages 80-81,
commands a good view over the
surrounding countryside from its
perch at the edge of the Guanapay
crater. Once a watchtower to warn
against the raiding Moors, it now
appropriately houses a small piracy
museum. Below, to the right, you
will see some substantial honey-
hued ruins — the old Ermita de
San José (P12). 

Walks 10-12 visit Teguises
(95km 2M and Sunday market),
the island’s ancient capital … and
Lanzarote’s showplace. This
exquisite village still retains its
original character of cobbled
streets, stately old buildings, and
spacious plazas. In the main square
you’ll find the imposing main
church, Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe, facing the 18th-

century Palacio Spinola. The
Tourist Office is here, too. Use the
town plan on page 77 to spend a
couple of hours exploring the
various welcoming plazas, as well
as the Santo Domingo and San
Francisco convents. 

Again referring to the town
plan, leave the glaring whiteness of
Teguise on the LZ30 (p). Go
straight over one roundabout and
at the next roundabout turn right
for ‘La Caleta’ (LZ402). The
fishing village of La Caleta de
Famara (112km) boasts some fine
seafood restaurants. To reach the
quieter end of this long sandy
beach, turn right and right again
on the right-hand side of the
Famara urbanización and then turn
left on the rough track below the
cliffs. Walk 3 explores this area.

From La Caleta make for
Tiagua on the LZ401. Beyond
Sóo and Munique you pass a
windmill/viewpoint on the
outskirts of Tiagua (M of
countryside life). Turn left on the
LZ20 towards ‘Tao’ and ‘Arrecife’.
At Mozaga you come to a round-
about at the Monumento al
Campesinos (see Car tour 2 and
photo on pages 32-33) and go
straight on (p) to San Bartolomé
(Tanit M of Ethnography). From
here keep straight through on the
LZ20 to the Arrecife ring road,
then retrace your outgoing route,
coming back into Puerto del
Carmen after 143km.

Los Valles landscape on Walk 12
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Lanzarote may not be your top choice for a walking holiday,
but you may be as surprised as I was to find what this island
has to offer walkers and nature lovers. 

The walks in this book cover a good cross-section of the
island. Do them all, and you will almost know Lanzarote
inside-out. Almost — because, in a very commendable attempt
to preserve the beauty of the island, the government will not
permit you to explore throughout the Timanfaya National
Park on your own; to see the best of it you’ll have to join a
guided walk.

There are walks in this book for everyone — take your pick
after reading ‘Organisation of the walks’ on page 43.

rading, waymarking, maps, GPSGWe’ve tried to give you a quick overview of each walk’s
grade in the Contents. But for full details see the walk itself.
Here is a brief overview of the three gradings:
● easy-moderate — ascents/descents of no more than about 300m/1000ft;
generally good surfaces underfoot; can be fairly long, but easily followed
● moderate-strenuous — ascents/descents usually over 300m/1000ft; variable
surfaces underfoot, often with gravelly descents — you must be sure-footed and
agile; can be very long, very hot — or quite cold
● expert — only suitable for very experienced/adventurous walkers with a head
for heights; hazards may include no respite from constant exposure
Any of the above grades may be followed by:
❢ danger of vertigo — for those with no head for heights 

Waymarking/signposting is good throughout the island,
with fingerposts signalling both walking and mountain bike
routes. Walks are being developed all the time — by local
councils and the island government. There are PR trails
(pequeños recorridos; short, day walks, waymarked yellow/
white); SL trails (senderos locales; ‘local’ walks of under 10km,
waymarked green/white); and the Canaries-wide GR131
(grande recorrido; red/white-waymarked long-distance hike).
Some 70+ km long, this runs in five stages from Órzola
south to Playa Blanca. It is hoped eventually to develop a
200km-long GR135 to encircle the island along the coast.
The style of waymarking is the same on all trails: 
— A flash (stripe of paint) indicates ‘Route continues this way’; 
— A right- or left-angled flash (or an arrow) means ‘Change direction’;
— An ‘X’ means ‘Wrong way’.

Our maps are based on Openstreetmap mapping (see page

Walking

                                         



2), but have been heavily annotated from our notes and GPS
work in the field. We have found them to be very accurate on
the ground. It is a pity that we have to reproduce them at only
1:50,000 to keep the book to a manageable size; some
enthusiasts buy the paperback guide and download our pdf files
as well, so that they can print out the maps at a much larger
size. Or just enlarge them on a colour photocopier. 

Free GPS track downloads are available for all these walks:
see the Lanzarote page on the Sunflower website. Please bear
in mind, however, that GPS readings should never be relied
upon as your sole reference point, as conditions can change
overnight. But even if you don’t use GPS, it’s great fun opening
our GPX files in Google Earth to preview the walks in advance!

here to stay WMost of you will be staying in one of four places:
Puerto del Carmen, Costa Teguise, Playa Blanca (ideally
located for ferries to Fuerteventura), or Puerto Calero. Any
of these bases is fine if you have a hire car or don’t mind
travelling via Arrecife and changing buses. But if you are
going to Lanzarote mainly for a walking holiday, and you
don’t plan to hire a car, the best base is Arrecife, from where
you can easily get to almost all the walks by local bus. 

Finally, if you want something different, consider staying
in a small countryside hotel or self-catering cottage. For these
rural tourism options, see www.lanzarote.com.
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The dark picón-covered gardens of Mancha Blanca, with the yawning craters of
Caldera Blanca and Caldereta in the background (Car tour 2, Walk 17)

                



Walk 1: AROUND LA GRACIOSA
See also photos on pages 12, 65 
Distance: 19.7km/12.2mi; 6h
Grade: ! easy, gently undulating,
but long. Can be very hot. No
shade. Special note: The walk
follows cycle/motor tracks
throughout. You may want to cycle
rather than walk; there are bicycle
hire shops by the seafront. See also
under ‘Alternative walks’ below.
Equipment: comfortable walking
shoes, sunhat, light fleece, raingear,
swimwear, suncream, picnic,
plenty of water
Transport: b to Órzola
(Timetable 8), then 9 to La
Graciosa (Timetables 18, 19).
Note: the sea can be choppy!
Short walk: Bahía del Salado
(3.8km/2.4mi; 1h). ! Easy, but
virtually no shade. Start out as for
the main walk, but don’t turn
inland at the Restaurante Girasol:
continue rounding the bay. Turn
inland on a walkway just past
HOUSE 63 and go straight ahead on
Calle El Portillo, crossing a few
streets. Coming to a T-junction at
the edge of the settlement, turn left
and immediately right. At the next
T-junction, turn left; then keep
straight on past the HELICOPTER

LANDING PAD on the right and the
CEMETERY on the left. From here
descend to the sea, bearing slightly
right. In about eight minutes, you
reach Bahía del Salado and the
lagoon … if the tide is in. This is a
beautiful spot to spend the day if
you don’t want to walk far ( ;
Picnic 1). The return along the
seashore takes about 25 minutes. 
Alternative walks following the
coast: Some tracks and paths
nearer the coast are closed to
motor traffic and even cyclists;
these are well marked and usually
chained off. See the map: you
could follow coastal routes
between Caleta del Sebo and
Pedro Barba, Pedro Barba and
Playa de la Lambra, Playa de la
Lambra and Playa de las
Conchas. Just north of Pedro
Barba there is a blowhole and just
north of Playa de la Lambra an
inlet bridged by four rock arches.
! D Generally the going will be
easy but very long: allow up to
25km/15.5mi depending on the
route(s) taken; in places the paths
may be a bit eroded and
vertiginous: you must be sure-
footed.

a

Playa de las Conchas rests at the foot of the maroon slopes of Montaña Bermeja —
a beautiful beach of golden sand. Montaña Clara, out at sea to the left, seems
joined to the island.
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Once you’ve got your legs back on
steady ground again — on the
QUAY (!

     

) at Caleta del Sebo,
start off by heading along the
waterfront to the left. The village is
a simple fishing haven of small
low-slung houses. There are no
gardens or trees; the landscape is
devoid of colour. At the end of the
promenade, veer inland up past
Restaurante Girasol and straight
up Calle la Popa.

Out of the houses you cross a
sandy/gravelly flat area, veering
slightly left to a ‘Parque Natural’
information board. The ground is
covered in various species of salt-
resistant vegetation — aulaga
(photo on page 134), barilla (the
‘ice plant’; photo on page 43),
Schizogyne sericea and Traganum
moquinii. Looking back down the
gravel road, you have a superb
shot over the village clustered
along the water’s edge to the
dramatic Risco de Famara and the
striking Playa del Risco (Walk 2),
curving round the foot of the cliffs.
On windy days you’ll curse this
dusty terrain. The two volcanoes,
Agujas Grandes (right) and
Montaña del Mojón (left), rise up
ahead on either side of the track. A
third, Montaña Clara (an island),
soon appears in the background,
centred between the other two. 

When you come to a three-way
fork (❶; 35min), follow the sign
‘PEDRO BARBA’ to the right. The fork
to the left leads round the north side

of Montaña del Mojón and is also a
short-cut to Playa de las Conchas
which we visit much later in the
walk. Reddish cosco (Mesembryan-
themum nodiflorum; the red ice
plant) brightens up the inclines
here. Heading along the base of
Agujas Grandes, your view
stretches beyond the wall of cliffs
to the Jable plain and the distant
volcanoes of Timanfaya. Soon you
cross a low crest and descend to a
lower plain, edged by short, abrupt
hills. Alegranza comes into sight,
rising up out of the sea into an
impressive table-topped mountain
trailed by a tail of hills. The
remains of stone walls come as a
surprise out here. What could they
have grown? 

Later you come to a JUNCTION
(❷; 1h40min), where you will
continue to the left to circle the
island. But why not first visit the
beautifully-kept little port: stay on
the main track and head to the
right; it’s only about 10 minutes to
Caleta de Pedro Barba (❸;
1h50min). All the fishermen’s old
cottages here have been given
glamourous ‘facelifts’. Gardens
filled with palms and shrubs
encircle them, and a sandy cove sits
just below. The good-sized jetty,
which encloses a pool, points to
the fact that this is no ordinary
weekend retreat — it’s a lovely
serene spot with a good outlook
over the cliffs and to Órzola.

Returning to the junction (❷)

All of you will have seen La Graciosa from the Mirador
del Río. The vista is unsurpassed. For many people, this

view from the mirador is sufficient. But this little desert island
deserves a second look. Take a ferry over and see for yourself.
You’ll discover superb beaches, sand dunes, lop-sided craters,
and a lagoon. The fishing village, Caleta del Sebo, seems to
be in perpetual slumber; a relaxing calm pervades. Getting
there is fun in itself. The ferry passes through the straits of
El Río in the shadows of the towering Famara cliffs.

                                           



and continuing around the island,
you head towards Alegranza on a
rougher track. The north coast is
sandier; dunes grow into the
landscape. Ignore the faint forks
off to the right within the next 15
minutes. Polycarpaea nivea, a dense,
silvery-leafed plant, grows in the

dunes. Suaeda vera crowns the little
ant hills of sand that cover the
plain. Montaña Bermeja, the ‘Red
Mountain’, soon appears on your
left, and Montaña Clara reappears,
seemingly joined to the island. 

When the track forks (❹;
2h40min), keep left and head
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50 Landscapes of Lanzarote

towards the dunes to make for
Playa de la Lambra (❺). What
appears at first to be a lovely beach
may be a disappointment — it’s
sometimes littered with washed-up
rubbish. Moreover, the rocks
beneath the water’s surface make
swimming here awkward. The
setting, however, makes an
appealing photograph — the white
dunes, green sea, and the volcanic

hues of the mountains in the back-
ground. Don’t worry — a better
beach is en route! Note: the west-
coast beaches are usually treacherous;
take care when swimming!

The track heads behind and
above the beach, fading as it
crosses the dunes. Just after
dropping down to the shoreline,
you meet your turn-off, about 1h
from the Caleta de Pedro Barba
junction — a very faint track
striking off left; it quickly becomes
more obvious. Don’t continue
straight on beyond the chain
barrier; that way leads to Punta
Gorda. 

Shortly you’re alongside
Montaña Bermeja. The dunes
lose their strength and flatten out,
and Agujas Grandes now reveals
its crater. Further along, the
Timanfaya side of Lanzarote comes
into sight. Coming alongside the
southern flanks of Montaña
Bermeja, take the track to the
right. If you’re pushed for time
you may decide to forego the
ascent to the summit and make
straight for Playa de las Conchas,
the exquisite beach shown on
pages 46-47 (❻; 4h10min). 

From the beach, return to the
wide main track (4h20min) and
keep ahead... past a large rubbish
dump. It’s a gentle ascent over a
low col littered with stones and
rocks. Ignore all branch-offs.
Heading between the two craters,
the Risco reappears like a green
curtain in a theatre, bringing an
end to the walk. When you rejoin
your outgoing track, keep straight
ahead for the port. There are
plenty of pleasant places to relax
and have some refreshment in
Caleta del Sebo (6h), while you
wait for the ferry to sail.

The fabulous Mirador del Río on the
Famara cliffs 
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